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Hyderabad floods: Volunteers save 28 animals in three 
days 

TNN I Oct 19, 2020, 08.58 PM 1ST 

HYDERABAD: A school in Kukatpally was on the verge of being 
submerged in floodwater. A stray dog that was stuck in between a few 
rocks raised its head from the muddy water and cried relentlessly for help. 
A few feet away, the mother dog sat helplessly on higher ground, not 
wanting to escape the floods without its pup. These were some of the 
heart-wrenching scenes that animal rescuers saw when the city was 
battered by floods. 

From pet dogs to bats and snakes, the volunteers saved nearly 28 animals 
in the last three days. According to Animal Warriors Conservation Society 
(AWCS), an animal welfare organisation twhich was actively involved in 
rescue operations, the rains affected hundreds of animals in the city. 







Pradeep Nair of AWCS said that they have received over 40 calls for rescuing animals in which they were able to rescue 34 
animals before they were washed away. 











“We managed to attend most of the calls, over 25 dogs, a pig, snakes and a fruit bat was rescued. Despite having a team 
trained for technical rescues, reaching some flood affected areas was a real challenge. In Miyapur, we had to walk 5km in knee 
deep water and cross a nala to rescue a pack of stray dogs taking shelter in the area,” explained Nair. 




However, the risk of maneuvering in the flood waters was far from over for the team. On the same day, the team also spotted a 
fruit bat that was struggling to hold onto a tree as the rainwater against the force of the gushing flood water which was lapping 
back and forth and hitting the three with full force. “When we picked it up, it was shivering and was exhausted. We took the bat 
to our shelter where it was dried and released safely,” said Nair. Animal rescuers further informed that the worst affected were 
livestock that were tied in shelters and were unable to escape. “There are hundreds of casualties in Old City alone. Several 
livestock casualties were reported in Al Jubail colony, Hashamabad and Chandrayangutta,” said another animal activist 
Panneeru Teja. 



